
Casting for 
THE WHALE

Costa Mesa Playhouse is holding auditions for 
The Whale
By Samuel D. Hunter

Directed by Michael Serna

Open auditions: 
Saturday, July 9th from 1pm – 4pm 
Invited callbacks will occur during the audition.

Virtual auditions:
Interested actors can submit auditions starting immediately by sending your resume, headshot 
and video of a 1 minute monologue or reel to: auditions@costamesaplayhouse.com
Submissions must be received by July 8.

Performances run September 2 - 25 (Fridays/Saturdays at 8pm, Sundays at 2pm, one 8pm 
Thursday performance on September 16).  
Rehearsals begin in late July: mostly weekday evenings with some possible weekends.

Location: Costa Mesa Playhouse, 661 Hamilton St., Costa Mesa, CA 92627 Phone: 949-650-5269

The Whale is set on the outskirts of Mormon Country, Idaho. Charlie, a six-hundred-pound 
recluse hides away in his apartment eating himself to death. Desperate to reconnect with his 
long-estranged daughter, he reaches out to her, only to find a viciously sharp-tongued and 
wildly unhappy teen. Big-hearted and fiercely funny, The Whale is a story of redemption and 
finding beauty in the most unexpected places.

AUDITION PROCESS:
Sides will be provided at audition. 

All ethnicities are strongly encouraged to audition.

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN

ELLIE – (Female 17-21) Charlie’s daughter whom he hasn’t seen since she was a baby. An 
angry, lonely, intelligent teenager who keeps the world at bay with her sharp wit and 
uncompromising honesty. Never a valley-girl or sarcastic and eye-rolling, Ellie doesn’t say things to 
be mean, she says them because they are true.
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ELDER THOMAS – (Male 19 - 23) Mormon missionary who is desperate to help people and 
maintain his faith. Naïve and a bit lost, but he has secrets. He makes a big effort to be a good 
Mormon boy, but underneath it all he’s a normal disaffected, pot-smoking young man.

LIZ – (Female mid 30’s – 40’s) Charlie’s best friend. A working-class nurse who does not sugar 
coat her feelings or reactions. Fiercely protective of Charlie but also an enabler. Funny, warm 
and down to earth but is constantly trying to shove her deep emotional feelings down into 
herself.

MARY – (Female 40’s) Ellie’s mother and Charlie’s ex-wife, who has also not seen Charlie in 17 
years. Alcoholic smoker who has had a rough life. Blue-collar worker who has made a lot of 
bad choices but feels that she has done the best she can given the cards she was dealt.

THE ROLE OF CHARLIE HAS BEEN PRECAST
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